
Maryam (18) 

 

- a long journey 
 
The journey began in Afghanistan, Maryam and her family (father, mother, older sister, 
Maryam and two younger siblings (at that time 4 and 10 years old)) fled from war. 

 

Afghanistan    
     ▼     car   They only took the most important things with them. 
Iran    They were in Iran for two weeks. 
     ▼     by foot  They were on the road for two days. 
Turkey   Two months in a refugee camp secured by the police. 
     ▼     small boat  Together with 160 other refugees, on a small, old boat. 
Italy    Because of the police boats, they weren't allowed go on deck. 
     ▼     train   After two days there was no more food or medicine. 
France    
     ▼     train   They had to pay about $6.000 per person. 
Germany 

 

- arrival in Germany 

 

At that time Maryam was 15 years old and she was afraid of being deported. In Munich the 
family had to report to the police and claim asylum. They had to live in a reception center 
for immigrants until the registration was finished. 

 

At first a fingerprint is taken and a person notes down who you are. 
▼ 
After that you are interviewed. You have to tell were you come from. 
▼ 
Then the asylum seekers are brought to vacant region by train. 
▼ 
In this case, three years ago, it was Donau-Ries (Wemding). 
▼ 
Hotel Seebauer – six persons had to live in two rooms with a kitchen and a bathroom. 
▼ 
The children were sent to school quickly. 
In their first year they just had German, in the second year other subjects, like maths and 
English, too. 
At first it wasn't easy at school. Some of them couldn't even speak English and they were 
laughed at at the bus station. 

 

Maryam is good at school. 
At the moment she is in the 10th grade. After that she wants to go to a College of Further 
Education. 

 

The family are recognised refugees (the asylum procedure takes four years) and they now 
live in their own apartment. The oldest daughter does an apprenticeship, the childern go to 
school and her father attends an integration course, so that he can get a job. 



Interview with Maede (13) and Elmira (16) on 16.11.2017: 

El ira’s story: 

Elmira is from Afghanistan and has been living in Germany with her family for 2.5 years. 

Reasons for their flight: 

Their parents left Afghanistan due to the war and because they wanted to find a job for themselves 

and their children. 

The flight: 

Elmira and her family first walked to Turkey. From there the older brother was the first to travel 

towards Germany. Later the rest of the family travelled to Greece with a little boat. From there they 

walked to Germany crossing many countries. They were on their way for about a month and were 

suffering from hunger and thirst. 

Family: 

Elmira is in Wemding with her parents and her little sister. She also has got two older brothers who 

live in Germany. First the family lived at the Hotel Seebauer in Wemding. After this accomodation 

had been closed, they were moved to Otting. Even though there are bus and train services available, 

the situatio  is diffi ult for the fa ily ho does ’t o  a ar.  

Life in their homeland: 

Elmira does not want to go back to Afghanistan – maybe for a family trip, but not to live there. 

School: 

El ira is good at aths a d other atural s ie es. E glish is hard for her, e ause she as ’t a le to 
learn English in Turkey. The girls like school more here in Germany, because everyone is equal. 

El ira’s rothers are atte di g a o atio al s hool. 

Languages: 

It’s ot easy for El ira, e ause she has to lear  t o la guages at the sa e ti e: Ger a  a d 
English. She tries to improve her language skills also by watching films in English and German. 

Work: 

El ira’s pare ts do ot ork, ut are oth atte di g a Ger a  la guage ourse. 

Life in Germany: 

Previously the families met with the circle of helpers once a week for tea and cake. Now they only do 

that o e a o th. El ira’s ho ies are olley all a d ad i to . Fi di g frie ds as ’t easy i  the 
beginning, but now they do have friends. They also like their teachers and friends from the circle of 

helpers. 

Wishes and dreams: 

Elmira wants to get the best education possible and she wants to find work and have a good life in 

Germany. 



Interview with Maede (13) and Elmira (16) on 16.11.2017: 

Maede’s story:  

Reasons for their flight: 

The pa e ts left Afgha ista , e ause the gi ls ould ’t go to s hool a d the  a ted the  to fi d a 
good jo  late . That’s h  the fa il  e t to I a  first. There the girls were allowed to go to school, 

but the family had to pay tuition fees. The father worked as a carpet maker, ut still ould ’t ea  
enough to make ends meet for the big family. Apa t f o  that, as Afgha s, the  did ’t ha e the ight, 
for example, to buy a flat or get a driving licence. In the end, the family fled to Europe to find better 

jobs. 

The flight: 

It took the family about a week to walk to Turkey. They had to walk by night and hide during the day. 

Walking was especially difficult fo  he  little othe . The  ofte  did ’t ha e e ough food o  ate . 
Maede especially remembers her hunger and thirst. Those people who showed them the way also 

cared for food and drinks. From Turkey the took boats to Italy. Maede was 8 years old during their 

flight. 

Family: 

Maede lives here with her parents, her big sister and her little brother. They family found a flat in 

Wemding. It is difficult for the family, because their Aunt is still in Afghanistan and their grandmother 

is still in Iran. The only conctact they have with them is via telephone. 

School: 

I  I a  ou a  uit s hool he e e  ou a t. But if ou uit, ou’d ha e to sta t o ki g. This 
happens, for example, when the mother is ill or there is no father. Another difference is that boys 

and girls are taught separately and that you have to wear school uniforms. English is taught from 6
th

 

g ade a d the e’s Pe sia  i stead of Ge a . 

The girls like school here more than in Iran, because everyone is equal. Maedes favourite subject is 

Maths. She’s atte ds Leo a d-Fuchs-School but wants to get a higher education. 

Language: 

Maede’s othe  to gue is Pe sia . Pe sia  is spoke  oth i  Afgha ista  a d i  I a . The e’s o l  a 
different dialect in Iran. 

Maede’s Ge a  is good. She lea ed it fo  e a ple by watching children programmes on TV. Her 

pa e ts’ Ge a  is also uite  good. He  fathe  e t to s hool ea lie , so his Ge a  is a little it 
better. Her mother never went to school, but she attends a language course.  

Work: 

Finding a job is difficult fo  he  pa e ts. As et he  fathe  has ’t ee  su essful. 

Life in Germany:  

Maede likes Germany, especially school. Everything is new and different, but she feels good. The 

othe  pupils so eti es ask, h  she’s he e. The gi ls a d he  fa il  e pe t to e able to stay here in 

Germany.  



Maede’s ho ies a e asket all, olle all a d ad i to . Fi di g f ie ds as ’t eas  i  the 
beginning, but now they do have friends. They also like their teachers and friends from the circle of 

helpers. 

Wishes/Dreams: 

Maede wants to live and work in Germany. She wants to be a dentist. Her older sister works as a 

dental nurse in Germany.  

Maede does ’t a t to go a k to Afgha ista  – only for a short trip maybe. She has never really 

lived there anyway.  Often people have to go back to Afghanistan even though they have never lived 

there. She says, they a ’t go a k to Afgha ista  as it is ot safe. The  also a ’t go to I a , e ause 
the  a e ’t I a ia s.  



Interview with Reza (40) and Sina (14) on Nov 23rd 2017: 

Reza's and Sina's story: 

Reza and Sina are from Herat / Afghanistan. They have lived in Germany for five 

years. 

Reasons for the escape: 

The terror groupe Taliban told the family that they have to pay €50.000, otherwise 
they wanted to kidnap the sons of the family. The family lost everything in 

Afghanistan, their company, their apartment, their car, their money. A new beginning 

in Iran wasn't possible, because they didn't get a residence permit. That's why the 

family set off for Europe. 

The escape: 

Reza and Sina, together with their family, fled from Afghanistan to Turkey. From 

there they escaped to Greece and after that they took the Balkan route to Germany –  

by foot, bus and train. The escape was exhausting and difficult, because they only 

travelled at night with nothing to eat. They had to buy food. All in all they had been on 

the road for four months. 

Family: 

Sina is Reza's son. Sina came to Germany together with his father, his mother and a 

younger brother (11). The children where born in Afghanistan. A younger brother (3) 

was born in Germany. There are relatives who still live in Afghanistan and in Iran. 

Life in their home country: 

Reza was a garage owner and had a store of replacement parts. The family owned 

an apartment and a car. It seems that they were rich, back in Afghanistan. But they 

don't want to return to Afghanistan, because of the constant threat of the Taliban. 

Language: 

Reza isn't able to speak German very well but Sina does quite well. 

Job: 

Reza works as a carpenter in Donauwörth at the moment. He has already done an 

internship at Auto Sens in Nördlingen, in his former job. But to get a job, he would 

have to do a apprenticeship. But Reza thinks, he's too old for that. 

School: 

Sina goes to the 8th grade of the Leonhard-Fuchs-Mittelschule in Wemding. 

 



Life in Germany: 

Reza and Sina said that they were welcomed very warmly and that they have already 

made some friends. The locals are nice to them. Sina plays football at a football club. 

He has some German and some Turkish friends. The father plays table tennis and 

football together with the family or with friends. They made friends with their helpers, 

too. Reza and Sina don't expact special things here in Germany, everything is good 

so far. They have found an apartment in Bahnhofstraße in Wemding. 

Hopes and dreams: 

They don't hope for something special. Sina wants to graduate school and then find a 

job. In the future Reza wants to work as a car mechanic and buy a car and an 

apartment. They want to achieve the same standard of living, that they had back in 

Afghanistan. 




