
14 JANUARY 2018 THE 104th WORLD DAY OF MIGRANTS AND REFUGEES 

 

The World Day of Migrants and Refugees was introduced in 1914 by Benedict XV. 

This year, pope Francis, in his speech for the occasion, asked governments and society to keep four things in mind: 

migrants and refugees need to be welcomed, protected, integrated 

and have their development promoted. 

 

welcoming means, above all, offering broader opinions for migrants and refugees to enter destination countries safely and legally through 

measures such as open humanitarian corridors and temporary visas. 

protecting means defending the rights and dignity of migrants and refugees, independent of their legal status. Such protecting should begin 

in the country of origin, and consits in verifying information before departure and in providing pretection from illegal recruitment practices. 

promoting means ensuring that all migrants and refugees – as well as the communities welcoming them – are empowered to achieve their 

potential as human beings. 

integrating means recognizing the opportunities for intercultural enrichment provided by the presence of migrants and refugees. 

Integration in not „an assimilation that leads migrants to suppress or to forget their own cultural identity“ but should lead to openess towards 

others, an exchange of knowledge and respect for each other’s cultures. 

(ICRM, Rome) 



EUROPEAN LAWS AND MIGRATION

Migration laws are complex, and change in different countries, even within the EU.

THE TREATY OF DUBLIN

When and why was the Dublin Treaty signed?
On 15 June 1990 the 12 Member States of the European Community (Belgium, Denmark, Germany, Greece, Spain, France, Ireland, 
Italy, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Portugal, United Kingdom) signed the Dublin Convention, with the aim of harmonizing asylum 
policies, to provide refugees with adequate protection, in compliance with the Geneva Convention (1951) and the New York Protocol 
(1967). 

What does the Treaty establish? 
Non-EU citizens who flee their countries of origin because of war or political or religious persecution can apply for asylum only in the 
first EU member state they arrive in.

What happens if an asylum seeker applies simultaneously in more than one member country? 
The refugee is sent back to the port country. 

Who cannot apply? 
Those who committed a crime against peace, a war crime or against humanity, a serious crime of common law outside the country of
acceptance and before being admitted as a refugee.

Why has the Dublin Treaty called into question? 
The obligation to register in the country of arrival, where the refugee is forced to  seek refugee status, without being able to go to 
another member country has been called into question. This rule has ended up congesting the identification centers of the countries 
easier to reach by sea or by land, such as Italy.



HOTSPOT

In May 2015, the European Commission proposed to develop a
system of initial reception for irregular migrants in the hot spots

where there are the largest number of arrivals on the European
territory, mainly in Italy and Greece. In these places migrants and
refugees are identified and registered allowing them to enter the
relocation program within European territory with the quota system.
Some existing and active structures have been selected for the
purpose, including the Lampedusa Identification Centre.


