
«Refugees yesterday» 

 
Latvia 

 



The beginning of emigration 



Emigration during World War I 

 More than 150 000 people stayed in Soviet Russia 

 

 

 



Emigration during World War II 

 250 000 people became refugees and emigrated from Latvia to: 

 

 West Germany 

 Sweden 

 Austria 

 Denmark 



Deportations from Latvia 

 On 14th of June  1941 when 15 000 people were deported to Siberia 

 

 On 25th of March 1949 when 42 000 people were deported to Siberia 



Emigration in the middle of 20th Century 



Thank you for attention! 

 

sources: LMDV, Liepaja



 

• Whe  the World War II started I as still a little girl. I  94  the russians invaded the country, 2 weeks 
they marched into the territory, using heavy trucks, cannons and horses. It happened straight for 2 weeks 
without stopping. 

• Lost balance - My family was neither rich nor poor but over the years everything got better and better till 
suddenly everything collapsed, everything that was ordinary and a commonplace suddenly was lost. 

• Living in fear - the first e il deed hat as perso ally it essed duri g the ar as he  y oldest sister s 
hus a d as shot dead o ly e ause he did ot a t to tell a ythi g a out his o rades to the Chekist  
formation. 

•   

•  So ethi g a out Checkist  for atio s pu li  o er – music was broadcasted there day and night, so that 
nobody could hear the cries and screams. It was a truly  

• After the russians, the germans a e. They ere like saviours . 
• When the germans arrived in our territory, it seemed like the God itself has rescued us and that finally we 

are free.  

• About the germans this needs to be said – horrifying things they had done to the jews. Yes, it was a crime. 
Though in relation with them and Latvians then there were no horrifying stories to be heard about a 
homicide or violence which would have been done by a german soldier to a latvian citizen. I was 11 or so 
years old and when I was home alone and the german soldiers came, all they asked for whenever we had 
eggs or maybe a piece of bacon at home. 

•   

• At the time when fellow latvians started to leave the country we did not want to leave like them. We had 
not even thought about leaving. We wanted to stay in Europe.  

• There as a hope that Allied Allies  ill ake the russians leave the country and that we could return to 
Lat ia after this ut it e er happe ed. I re e er that there as a radio essage a out Potsda s 
conference and after hearing that Baltic countries have been given to Russia, became suddenly deaf for a 
whole day. 

• In 1951 we had to flee to USA, there was no other choice. That is how I ended up living there for more than 
half of my life. I came back to Latvia only a few years ago and also only because of the circumstances in my 
family. 



 

• author - Jaroslavs O. 

•   

• We all know that the war is merciless. In every country there have been events that forced people to 
search for a better place –  safer country. Many people have suffered because of the war and still do 
to this day. Only two wars have left a big mark here in Latvia, but both of them affected my relatives, 
family and their life paths. 

• My great-grandmother who had Belarusian nationality hid in a cellar for from the fascist army 
because she came from a family of Jews. The Holocaust as a plague moved around the world, only 
because of some kind of ambition and self-confidence of one authority. She hid for some time, but as 
happens in real life, sooner or later the army, which at that time was in the territory of Latvia, began 
to investigate the secret of her family. The Jewish family were fugitives from the strength of the Third 
Reich. 

• My great-grandmother was taken as a prisoner and was tortured, but as a woman who wanted to 
save lives of other on her own cost, she did not say anything. Recognizing nothing, the fascist army 
let her go, but after all this hell, she had health problems (a problem with the spine,  damaged 
psyche). Historically, the fascist army knew how to torture people and find the most awful ways to do 
what was needed. 

• Usually when the war ends, one of the both warring sides wins. But is there any sense in the war? 
Why is it really needed? Why was the first world war in which Hitler participated, and after which he 
wanted so much to retreat the Entente countries? Why do people have to suffer because of this? 
There are many questions that we can ask, but there are only a few answers... 

• Maybe I do not have all the answers to my stated question, but I do know one thing - my great-
grandmother was a hero. Many people have not heard about her and her story, because there were a 
lot of families like hers, but for me she will always be special and iconic. Even during the war people 
helped each other, but what happens nowadays 

  




